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The speakers were asked to stress the positive aspects of the challenges that Pacific salmonids face in the 21st century. The symposium had four speakers assigned to their areas of interest. 
The symposium was opened by a presentation from Stephen Watson, Public Affairs Coordinator for BC Hydro, which was a major sponsor of the National Fly Fishing Championships. 
Steve Watson gave an illustrated presentation of major work that this huge power agency is doing to restore spawning channels in rivers such as the Campbell-Quinsam system and the Puntledge River in the Comox Valley. They are rebuilding spawning channels by recreating spawning beds with appropriate gravel replacement. They are also controlling stream flows at dams to provide adequate water for spawning salmon, and downstream water flows during low water periods. In the systems involved there is much good work being accomplished. They are also making major contributions to help in the restoration of fish habitat throughout British Columbia.

*****
 Jitka Petruzelka: The Oyster River Enhancement Society (ORES). 
Jitka, the Volunteer Coordinator for the ORES, gave a truly inspiring presentation about the ongoing success story of the huge contribution volunteers are making toward the well-being of salmonids that will continue well into the next century. 
The ORES is a registered, non-profit, volunteer organization that was formed in 1983, with the stated goals of rebuilding the shattered salmonid stocks and ecosystem of the Oyster River Watershed. A host of volunteers, many of them local fly fishers, are making those goals a reality.
MISSION
 The hatchery is operated at a strategic location about 5 km from the tidewater on former University of BC lands, which are now privately owned by Evansdale Farms. Using low tech and state of the art enhancement techniques, the society has transformed a dead river into one of the most productive salmon producers on Vancouver Island. They use solar panels to charge electric batteries that run pumps for their moist incubators, and they also have Heath Trays that use water gravity for in-stream incubators. 
ENHANCEMENT
 They annually produce 2.5 million salmon fry of the following species: pink, coho, chum and Chinook. The annual budget is about $27,000 per year. They have one part-time position -- the hatchery manager who works for the minimum wage -- and over 50 active volunteers devote every Tuesday to the hatchery and other days as needed. A small cabin on the site is the social centre for coffee and warmth, and serves as the operation’s equipment shed.
 HATCHERY
 The hatchery is viewed as a temporary measure until the stream can function on its own with renewed spawning beds, rearing channels, and all of the things that make a system complete. To achieve these goals the society is working on habitat restoration for all salmonids in the system, including cutthroat trout and steelhead. By bringing salmonids back the entire system benefits. The population of wild cutthroat trout in the river has exploded. Bears can fatten up on salmon carcasses before hibernation, while eagles, mink and cougar, to name just a few river residents, join them in the feast. There are 136 species that directly depend on the salmon and cannot exist without them. Thus, by bringing back the salmonids these other critters also prosper. 
As the restoration project’s goal is to make the stream self-sustaining, they have focussed on creating side channels. They have completed five side channels to date, which currently produce 25% of the system’s coho smolts while utilizing only 6% of the habitat. 
Much of the Oyster River drainage basin belongs to private logging companies, Mount Washington Ski Resort, farmers and home owners, which all have priority rights to the water. This makes protection of the ORES’s gains an ongoing challenge, and at times local issues have become very tense. All of the stakeholders have formed a subcommittee called the Oyster River Watershed Management Committee. While the situation is not ideal,  progress is being made on the river’s sanctity, water quality and fish stocks. 
FUNDING
 ORES funding depends almost entirely on the generosity of several organizations and individuals, many within the community. There is little direct support from government agencies like Fisheries and Oceans Canada or the Provincial Ministry of the Environment. Groups like the Pacific Salmon Foundation, TD Canada Trust Friends of the Environment Foundation, DFO Restoration Branch, and private donations are a main source. In 2005, for example, a husband and wife donated $60,000 to build a side channel. 
EDUCATION
 The education of children and the public at large is also a duty that the ORES performs, with much emphasis on involving public schools and institutions of higher learning.  A key element in the success of this program is the continuous support provided by dedicated volunteers, who refer to themselves as the  “Old Geezers”, who perform thousands of hours of work.
Jitka stressed that in addition to working together they also know how to have fun. They hold Christmas parties, summer picnics and wiener roasts.
 One of the real unsung heroes of this positive conservation venture is Jitka Petruzelka herself, for she made all of us feel humble in the presence of such conservation success. Her eloquent and inspirational presentation was a highlight of the symposium.
*****
 
Chad Brealy: The Romantic Legacy of the Roderick Haig-Brown.
 Chad succeeded in setting the stage for the romance of fly fishing by using a series of hauntingly beautiful slides of this great man’s contribution to our sport through his love of rivers, their fish, and the very acts of angling. It was one of the highlights of the week for the audience, for it provided some appreciation of this world-famous Canadian writer and conservationist who passionately loved our sport. Fly fishing is about renewing the soul and our love of nature, our passion for quiet places, bubbling streams and powerful currents, still waters, and the magnificent salmonids that inhabit these often-secret places. Roderick Haig-Brown was a literary giant in the field of writing during the last century, and the romance of our sport has been made richer by being reminded of its quieter contributions. The images of this master angler and his fishing should stay with all those who were present at Chad’s presentation for a long time after the competition has faded from memory.
*****
 Dave Pehl: The role of the Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC (FFSBC) in promoting recreational fishing in BC.
 Dave gave a professionally illustrated presentation of the role his group plays in the promotion and enhancement of recreational angling in our province. The society is an arm’s length government agency with much freedom to promote recreational angling. Their funding comes from the revenue of sales of recreational fishing licenses. Their mission statement: “To conserve and enhance the freshwater fish resources of British Columbia for the benefit of the public.”
 They offer the following service: Stocking, fish health, engineering, biological support, conservation, fish culture, inform and educate the public, advise government on policy matters, and promote the marketing of recreational fishing throughout North America and beyond. They work with marketing groups, television programs and other promotional media outlets. 
Small lakes are the core of our freshwater fisheries. Hatcheries annually produce 7 million rainbows, cutthroats, kokanee and brook char. They stock over 1,000 lakes in the province, which produces about 50% of all angling activity.
 In recent years they report a reduction in the number of anglers taking part in recreational fishing. To this end they are working with youth groups, urban anglers and under-represented markets such as new immigrants. They are planning to produce regulations in some of the new immigrant languages to encourage these groups to get involved. Youth participation will be given top priority. They are running programs that teach children and parents basic fishing techniques. They are also developing “learn to fish programs” for schools and camps, and programs are being implemented to encourage women in the sport of fishing.
 Dave’s well illustrated presentation shows that the provincial government is serious about enhancing freshwater fishing opportunities in British Columbia.

*****
 Bob Sheedy: A closing statement on the National Fly Fishing Championship’s goals for the future. 
Bob eloquently summarized where we have been and where we hope to go in the future.
 ***** 
In closing, I would like to once again thank all participants of the symposium. They did an excellent job in telling their respective points of view. I would also like to express appreciation and my thanks to all of the people in Campbell River for their outstanding organization and complete support of the whole event. To Bob Jones, Bob Sheedy, Jack Simpson –– Thank you, for all your help and your belief in the old man.
 Respectfully submitted,
 Ralph Shaw.
