International Competitions

THE SELECTION OF TEAM CANADA MEMBERS 
Team Canada positions for international events are awarded by an FFC Selection Committee based primarily on individual results at FFC National Fly Fishing Championships and Conservation Symposiums, which are held annually in locations across Canada.  The 2007 NFFC will be held in Grande Prairie, Alberta in September.  FFC selects teams to fish in the following international fly fishing tournaments:

Commonwealth Fly Fishing Championships

Oceania Fly Fishing Championships

North America Fly Fishing Championships

World Fly Fishing Championships and Conservation Symposiums
The World Championships and North America Championships are held every year; the Commonwealth and Oceania championships are held every second year.  FFC believes that national and international competition experience is invaluable for anglers wishing to compete at the World Championship level.  Accordingly, except in unusual circumstances, anglers wishing to be selected to Canada’s team at the World Championships should first have fished in one or more of the other international competitions.      
PERSONAL EXPENSES OF COMPETITORS 

Competitors from most countries receive financial support from their government or industry, or from their fishing clubs, most of which belong to a national parent organization. Government support has been lacking for Canadian teams and, for the most part, corporate support has been in tackle and equipment. As a result, Canadian competitors have always paid all of their own expenses. 

A TYPICAL INTERNATIONAL FLY FISHING CHAMPIONSHIP 

During a typical competition, anglers on a posted beat will fish alone, each under the scrutiny of a local controller who ensures that all tackle restrictions and fishing regulations are observed. Those fishing from boats are always paired with a team member from another country, plus a local controller. Whether ashore or afloat, whenever a fish is brought to the release cradle, the controller quickly measures and records its length, then immediately releases it. 

The marking system is quite simple: length x 20 + 100. To qualify, a fish must measure a minimum of 30 cm in length. Each valid catch counts for 100 points, and each centimetre of body length counts for 20 points. Thus, a 30 cm trout would be 30 x 20 + 100 = 700 points, and one of 50 cm would accumulate 1,100 points.

Rather than give any one competitor an unfair advantage, organizers often make things equally difficult for everyone. For example: If a particular stretch of river is much better than others, in all likelihood it will be placed out of bounds during the competition. If a lake has one bay with springs or an inlet stream that attracts more trout than the other areas, it may also be placed out of bounds. While luck of the draw will decide where each competitor must fish in a river or bank session, everyone involved agrees that the most knowledgeable and hardest-working anglers will be the ones who consistently catch fish, especially under difficult conditions. 

At the end of each day, controllers turn their tally sheets over to administrators who then compile and credit them to the appropriate teams. If you caught fish, you win points; if you got skunked, you do not. In other words, it is much like any other day of fishing, except you had to abide by some rules that were common to everyone participating, and someone was keeping score on how you made out.  As mentioned above, points are awarded to individuals for the number of fish they catch at the session.  With these points tallied at each session, each angler’s score is then compared and  ranked among the competitors’ scores in his or her group, with highest point total getting a first, next highest a second, and so on.  If an angler blanks the session, he or she gets a placing equal to the number of competitors in the group.  For example, if 20 competitors are fishing a session, but only two catch fish (one catches two and another catches one). The angler catching two will rank number one for that venue, the angler catching one will place number two, and the remaining 18 will rank 20th. 

At the end of the competition, the individual who accumulates the lowest aggregate placing points in the five sessions will receive a gold medal, silver goes to the second place winner, and bronze to the third. For example, if you did very well and placed first in three sessions and second in one session and third in another session, you’d have an aggregate of only eight placing points (1+1+1+2+3=8), very good results indeed!  Conversely, if you did not catch a scoring fish at any of the five sessions and you fished in a group of 20 competitors, you would place 20th at each session and would have an aggregate of 100 placing points (20+20+20+20+20=100).  In reality, most scores fall somewhere in between these two extremes.  It is worth noting that no matter where in the world these championships are held, some individual anglers consistently place in the top 10. 

