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Rule Modifications for

7th FFC National Fly Fishing Championships 

And Conservation Symposium
Reference is made to the original FFC Competition Rules as approved at the time of the 1st FFC National Fly Fishing Championship and Conservation Symposium held in the Manitoba Parkland, 6 to 12 September 2003 (the “Rules”) and available on the About/FAQ section of Fly Fishing Canada’s website (www.flyfishingcanada.net).  
The following constitutes the Rule Modifications as contemplated by Article 23 of the Rules for the 7th FFC National Fly Fishing Championships and Conservation Symposium to be held in Fernie, British Columbia from September 21 to September 26, 2009.  These Rule Modifications apply only to the foregoing (and no other) event. 
1.
The Championship waters (Sectors) shall be comprised of three Sectors on the Elk River, one Sector on Loon Lake and one Sector on Summit Lake. The Elk River and Summit Lake Sectors will be bank/wade fishing.  The Loon Lake Sector will be fished by boat.

2.
The Basic Schedule of Events for the 7th FFC National Fly Fishing Championships and Conservation is as follows:
Monday, September 21, 2009 - Practice Day 1. All waters open for fishing

Tuesday, September 22, 2009 – Practice Day 2. All waters open for fishing

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 -  Registration Day.  
No fishing on competition waters.  
Training for volunteers, noon-2pm at Best Western Hotel. 
Captain and Competitors meetings to be held at the Best Western Hotel, time to be posted.

Opening ceremonies and ‘meet and greet’ at Best Western Hotel at 5pm
Thursday, September 24, 2009 

AM. Session #1 - Competition Session 8:30am -11:30am. 

PM. Session #2
- Competition Session 1:30pm - 4:30pm. 

Friday, September 25, 2009 

AM. Session #3 - Competition Session 8:30am - 11:30am

PM. Session#4 - Competition Session 1:30pm - 4:30pm
Saturday, September 26, 2008 

AM. Session #5 - Competition Session 8:30am -11:30am

PM - Conservation Symposium at 3pm to 5pm

Closing banquet, awards ceremony and FFC auction at 6pm
3. Bank Fishing.  
(i)
Section 8.1 of the Rules is modified as follows:

Rule Modification: Transportation will be scheduled and posted by the organizers in the host hotel – the Best Western in Fernie.  The local organizers are aiming for at least a half hour set up time upon arrival at the competition sector.  In fairness to other competitors, transportation will not wait for late arrivals – if a competitor misses a bus for a particular Championship session, such competitor may not participate in such session.  Competitors may not use their own transportation to and from any bank fishing session.  
(ii)
Section 8.3 of the Rules is modified as follows:

During each session on Elk River, each beat will be fished by two competitors, who shall not be on the same team.  Each competitor will use best efforts to not interfere with the fishing of the other competitor on his or her beat.  Unless the competitors fishing a Beat agree as to a different method of dividing the beat during a session, such competitors will divide the Beat in two (with the goal being to provide competitors with equal fishing opportunities within both section of the beat) and fish each section of the Beat for half the sessions.  In the event of any disagreement, or failure to agree, among the competitors in any Beat with respect to any of the foregoing, the determination of the controller(s) of such Beat shall be final.       

(iii)
Section 8.5 of the Rules is modified as follows:


Rule Modification:  While the Host Organization endeaver to establish beats on each Elk River Sector that provide competitors with equal fishing opportunities within such Sector, the competitors may not have a length of at least two hundred (200) metres within his or her Beat to fish at any time (See Rule Modification to Section 8.3 above). 
(iv)
Wading is permitted on Summit Lake, provided that Life jackets must be worn by all competitors who wish to wade. 
4.
Boat Fishing.  

(i)
Section 9.1 of the Rules is modified as follows: 

Rule Modification: Transportation will be scheduled and posted by the organizers in the host hotel – the Best Western in Fernie.  The local organizers are aiming for at least a half hour set up time upon arrival at the competition sector. In fairness to other competitors, transportation will not wait for late arrivals – if a competitor misses a bus for a particular Championship session, such competitor may not participate in such session.  Competitors may not use their own transportation to and from any boat fishing session.  
(ii) 
Section 9.5 of the Rules is modified as follows: 

Rule Modification: There will be no controllers in the boats. Each competitor will act as controller for the other competitor. The competitor in command of the boat may not position the boat in such a way as to unfairly disadvantage his fellow competitor.
(iii)
Section 9.10 of the Rules is modified as follows:

Rule Modification: All boat fishing must take place with the boat drifting sideways with the wind. A drogue may be used if the competitor in command of the boat wishes.

Drogues will be provided and, if used, must be deployed on the right hand side of the boat when facing the front of the boat.

It is not permitted to fish nor have flies in the water while the boat is under power, either from oars or a motor (if motors are made available).

Both competitors must fish in front of the boat from the same (downwind) side and cast their flies in the water on their half of the boat. See Diagram below.
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The flies, while in the water, must not pass behind the centerline of the boat.

Anchoring the boat is not permitted.

If the boat or drogue gets caught on the bottom or on any object fishing must stop until the boat is again free to drift.
Lifejackets must be worn at all times while in a boat.
5.
Duration of Events.  Section 10.3 of the Rules is modified as follows: 
Rule Modification: At all Sectors the Championship fishing sessions will be from 8:30am to 11:30am and from 1.30pm to 4.30pm.
6. Obligations of Competitors.  Section 12.5 of the Rules is modified as follows:

Rule Modification: Scorecards must be signed by both the competitor and the controller.

7.
Care of Fish Caught.  
(i) 
Section 19.1 is modified as follows: 

Rule Modification: In boat fishing the competitor must measure his own fish to the nearest millimetre, have the measurement confirmed by his fellow competitor, and record the measurement on the score card. Measurement is from the tip of the nose to the end of the tail. The tail must not be squeezed together.
(ii)
Section 19.2 is modified as follows:
Rule Modification: In boat fishing the competitor must remove the hook himself and revive and release the fish carefully.
8.
Eligible Fish.  Section 21.1 is modified as follows: 
Rule Modification: Eligible species are Cutthroat Trout, Rainbow Trout, Brook Trout and Whitefish. Minimum size is 20cm, measured from the tip of the nose to the end of the tail (without squeezing tail together). 
9.
Competition Flies.  Section 25.7 is modified as follows: 
Rule Modification:  All competition waters are single fly only. 
10.
Prohibitions.  Section 27.1 is modified as follows:

Rule Modification: Section 27.1(a) does not apply to this event. If any competitor fishes the competition waters during the sixty (60) day period preceding the event, such competitor shall fish with barbless (or de-barbed) hooks only, practice careful catch and release and abide by all relevant provincial and local regulations.  No fishing is permitted on Registration Day (Wednesday, September 23, 2009). 
Rule Modification.  The use of throat pumps in practice or competition sessions is prohibited. 
11.
Additional Rule Modifications.

All competitors are required to sanitize all of their fishing and wading gear before leaving their homes for Fernie. This is necessary to help prevent the spread of didymo and water borne diseases.
DATED THIS 21st day of September 2009.

